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If students care to get the most out of the materials they are assigned, they have to learn to read critically or analytically. To be able to do these, they have to classify a debate into its basic parts, revise its major stages and turns, judge on its strengths, weaknesses, evaluate its reliability, and understand its empirical, moral, theoretical implications. 

Critical reading according to Harris and Hodges (1981) is the process of making judgments in reading, in other words, criticizing the relevancy and adequacy of what is read. Similarly, Thistlewhaite (1990, p.587) states that 

in critical reading, readers evaluate what they have read and make a decision. This decision may be to accept what the writer has said, to disagree with it or to realise that additional information is necessary before an informed judgment can be made.

The idea here is that when we read something, the purpose is to try to understand what the author’s intention is, if there is a problem posted, then identifying what that problem is, and how the problem can be solved.

When dealing with critical reading, we encounter two layers of reality: one that we can see and one that we cannot see. People, when decoding the text, see one of the layers yet, they are oppressed by another invisible layer. Therefore, the purpose of reading is to make the invisible layer, the underlying meaning, visible and clear.  This can be done with the help of using Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy:
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Figure 1. Old and New Version of Bloom’s Taxonomy 
Source: http://web.odu.edu/educ/llschult/blooms_taxonomy.htm

The reason for displaying both the old and the revised version of Bloom’s taxonomy is to show how a more temporary thinking was reflected. In Bloom’s original taxonomy the six categories were nouns whereas Anderson and Krathwohl (2001) changed these into verbs to show that thinking is an active process. 

Tankersley (2005) explains the six revised categories in relation to reading skills:
Remembering is the category used for “shallow processing”. Shallow processing refers to finding out factual answers, recalling, or recognition.  In the reading skills this is known as finding out the answers to factual questions or recalling the text.

Understanding, the second category, reflects the act of translating, planning, or interpreting. When it comes to the relation with reading, it includes summarizing the text, classifying, or explaining the text.

Applying is defined as knowing when to apply acquired skills and why. At the same time it is the ability of applying known patterns to unknown situation. In reading skills it is the ability to apply, choose, dramatize, explain, or generalize the text.

Analyzing is the category where the text is broken into parts and where comparison can be made between the text and the backgorund knowledge of the reader. The following verbs apply to analyzing activities: analyze, categorize, classify, differentiate, distinguish, etc.

Evaluating, was placed at the top of the old version of Bloom’s taxonomy as “Evaluation”. However, in the revised version it is put into the fifth category “ to reflect their idea that creative thinking (design) is more complex than critical thinking (evaluation)” (Tankersley, 2005, p. 2).  In this category, students are expected to differentiate between essential knowledge and knowledge that is only interesting. As a result of this they will be able to evaluate necessary information.

Creating, the last category, also renamed and changed by Anderson and Krathwohl (2005), was named as Creating and it was upgraded into level six. Synthesizing means linking new information with the already existing prior knowledge and creating a new product of any kind.

In this study we regarded a critical reader as a person, who is able to deal with the higher order skills-applying, analyzing, evaluating, and creating- as well as with the lower order skills namely understanding and remebering.
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